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Luxury living alternatives on the rise in Victoria
KATHY McCORMICK

and MARTY HOPE
C a l g a r y H e ra l d
VICTORIA, B.C.

Itdoesn’tmuchmatterwhichdirectionyoulook,
Victoria has opportunities for buyers looking for
recreational property or even a retirement home.
Condoprojectsofallsizes,shapesandluxuriesare
springing up — and Albertans are buying, say de-
velopers. Here’s a partial list of some of the bigger
projects for sale in Victoria.

Aria
A contemporary, sleek condo on the backside of

the famous Fairmont Empress Hotel in the heart
of downtown Victoria, Aria is being built by Al-
pha Project Developments. Two 12-storey tow-
ers, Bravo and Encore, will be joined by a stepped
four- to seven-storey building that will be home
to174luxurysuitesrisingnearthehistoricEmpress
Hotel and Crystal Gardens.

Theexteriorwillbefinishedinbrickandconcrete
with low E-glazed windows. Recessed corner bal-
conies are designed to take advantage of the sur-
roundingparksandwaterfront.Themainentrance
lobby will be located among residential amenity
andcommercialspaces.Pedestrianwalkwaysand
apromenadeprovideeasyaccesstonearbyameni-
ties. Visit www.ariavictoria.com.

Bayview Luxury Condominiums
Located in the heart of Victoria, on the hilltop

overlooking the harbour, Bayview Luxury Con-
dominiums is a $1.5-billion, mixed-use develop-
ment. The extensive project is being built by
Bayview Properties Ltd., which includes princi-
pal owner Ken Mariash and his wife, Patricia.

It’s the last five-star location available on the
southwestfacingtheinnerharbourofVictoria. It’s
adjacenttothe0.72-hectareHillsideSongheesPark
intheVictoriaWestarea.Thesitewillcontaincon-
dominium apartment towers, townhouses and a
private owners’ clubhouse with lap pool, fitness
centre,tennis,squashandracquetballcourts,aspa
andcafe.Itwillalsoinvolvetherestorationofsome
historical buildings on site.

The first phase consists of three residential con-
do towers with 400 homes in total. Construction
has started and the first tower is to be 11 storeys
with one-to-three bedroom units as well as town-
homes.Halfofthe130units inthefirstphasehave
sold already, with mostly the higher-end units go-
ingfirst,saysMariash.Pricesrangefrom$400,000
to as much as $3 million.

Thesecondphasewillhavefiveorsixmorebuild-
ingsaroundthehistoric RailwayRoundhousesite.
For more information, visit www.bayviewvicto
ria.com.

The Breakwater
Three Point Properties is in the midst of redevel-

oping a historical site that’s just a stone’s throw
from the Ogden Point breakwater. With 19 brick-
wrappedtownhouses,measuringmorethan2,000
square feet and priced from $799,000 to $1.2
million,TheBreakwaterisbeingbuiltonasitethat
housedVictoria’soriginalimmigrationquarantine
buildings,whichweredemolishedin1977.Thesite
offers views of Juan de Fuca Strait and is a short
walk from the inner harbour, Fishermen’s Wharf,
James Bay and Beacon Hill Park.

With a show home set to open in May, and with
a half-dozen sales in the books, Carleson expects
possessions to begin in July and August. For more
information, visit www.thebreakwater.ca.

Chelsea
TheChelseaisa luxurylow-riseapartmentcom-

plex that consists of all-concrete construction lo-
cated in the established neighbourhood of Fair-
field. It is being developed by Concert Real Estate
Corporation. The website, www.ChelseaVicto
ria.com,sayssuitesrangeinsizefrom964to1,944
squarefeetandarepricedfrom$525,000to$1.65
million.

Just66residencesareintheproject,whichisnow
under development with a completion date in fall
2008. A stroll in one direction will take buyers to
the popular Cook Street Village area. A little fur-
theralong,you’ll findyourselfattheocean’sedge,
above the bluffs and rugged beaches that skirt
scenic Dallas Road. Nearby is Beacon Hill Park —
atranquil,green,naturalandabundantarea,with
gardens and paths or trails to run, ride or walk
along.

The Cherry Bank
This development is only blocks from the inner

harbour in the historic Cathedral Hill neighbour-
hood. It stands on the site of the former Cherry
Bank Hotel and it will have 51 boutique, high-end
residences. Developed by Denford Construction
Management Ltd., each of The Cherry Bank’s 51
residences has a unique floor plan designed to
make the most of each unit’s location in the build-
ing.Eachoneisfilledwithbright,naturaldaylight
from oversized windows and offers outstanding
security and comfort. They come in one- and two-
bedroom floor plans on one and two levels. Some
highlights of the residences include:
◗ AnIceBoxnervecentre:Thisbuilt-inscreenflips
downtorevealacommandcentreforwired-indig-
italservices, includingin-suitecommunication,In-
ternet,andvideothatallowsthecustomcontrolof
lighting, automatic blinds and surround-sound
home theatre.
◗ An array of green initiatives, including energy
efficient construction technology, low E glazing,
dualflushtoilets,andinteriorpaintswithlowVOC
(volatileorganiccompound)content.Formorein-
formation, check the website at www.cherry
bank.ca.

Dockside Green
This project is in the same neighbourhood as that

of the Bayside project — north of Johnson Bridge
just off Tyee Road — and it covers six hectares of
inner harbour land.

The Windmill Development Group project has al-
readygarneredinternationalattentionfor itsgreen
building practices, construction, housing compo-
nentsandtechniques. Thefirstphase,Synergy,con-
sistedoftwobuildings.Allunitsaresold,with26per
centofthebuyersfromAlberta,saysWindmillpres-
ident Joe Van Belleghem.

Construction has started on the first phase, with
the first people expected to move in by December.
ThesecondphaseisBalance,consistingoftwobuild-
ings. The first building has 90 units and is current-
ly 60-per-cent sold. Units are priced from $280,900
to $1.2 million.

The second building will have 81 units, for a com-
bined1,000unitswithDocksideGreen,whencom-
pleted. For more information, visit www.dockside
green.ca.

Juliet
This project is on the site of the old Romeo’s Pizza

parlour, a renowned downtown Victoria site that’s
beenclosedforseveralyears.Thefirstphasesoldout
the day it opened and construction has started on a
96-unit, 15-storey tower. The whole condomini-
um is currently almost half sold, including the larg-
er penthouse units.

Along with local buyers, purchasers come from
Calgary,EdmontonandVancouver,saysDaveChard
of Chard Development Ltd. The complex includes
a SkyTerrace rooftop garden and barbecue area,
with a private outdoor movie theatre for residents.

The area also has an outdoor kitchen area and
hottub,aswellasgreenspace.Thesuitesarepriced
from $264,900 to nearly $1 million for the pent-
house unit that’s still available.

Formoreinformation,visitwww.julietliving.com.

Richmond Gate
The development is close to the University of Vic-

toria in the Oak Bay area. Because of its location, it
is drawing some of the younger crowd, says Gaby.

“Some people from out of town are buying and
their kids are using the homes while they are at the
university,”hesays. Still,anumberof“downsizers”
are buying, says Gaby.

“It’sconvenienttothehighwayandferryorairport,
there are three to five golf courses in the area, and
it’sfiveminutestotheocean,”hesays.“Aswell,prices
are more attractive than they are downtown.”

Thecomplexconsistsof48suitesintwobuildings,
plussixtownhousesandit’sabout60-per-centsold.
Prices range from $339,000 to $469,000 for the
apartment units, and $639,000 for the townhous-
es. The developer is Richmond Gate Properties, a
partnership of Homewood Construction Ltd. and
Magellan Holdings Ltd.

Check out the website at www.richmondgatevic
toria.com.
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The second phase of Dockside Green, Balance, is
now selling.
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Dockside Green rendering.

The Falls
The development involves a grand-looking highrise con-

do tower that has what looks like a single, cascading wa-
terfall running down the side of the building. It appears to
drop 100 feet from the 19th floor to the ground, but there
are really a series of smaller falls that make up the whole.

Theprojectconsistsoftwotowersdevelopedbyluxuryres-
identialdeveloperWestbankwitharchitectJamesCheng—
the team behind such projects as the Fairmont Pacific Rim
and Living Shangri-La in Vancouver. The Falls will be built
directly behind the Fairmont Empress hotel so location is
premium. The first floor will consist of retail space.

Constructionhasstarted,withthefirstmove-insslatedfor
spring 2009. The project includes such amenities as an
outdoor pool, lush landscaping, select suites with outdoor
fireplaces on terraces, and an in-house fitness centre and
amenity room. A total of 155 one- to three-bedroom suites
will cover 18 terraced floors. They are 70-per-cent sold
out, says Peter Gaby, who heads up sales for The Falls.

“The Calgary market has been very good, with roughly a
two-to-one split between Edmonton and Calgary for ap-
proximately 40 per cent of the sales,” he says.

Prices are from $389,000 to $2.5 million. Four two-level
penthouses are at the top.

For more information, visit www.thefallsvictoria.com.
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Sod turning Nov. 6, 2006, for The Falls condominium project
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