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uxury living alternatives on the rise in Victoria

KATHY McCORMICK
and MARTY HOPE
Calgary Herald
VICTORIA, B.C.

Itdoesn’t much matter which direction you look,
Victoria has opportunities for buyers looking for
recreational property or even a retirement home.
Condo projects of all sizes, shapes and luxuries are
springing up — and Albertans are buying, say de-
velopers. Here’s a partial list of some of the bigger
projects for sale in Victoria.

Aria

A contemporary, sleek condo on the backside of
the famous Fairmont Empress Hotel in the heart
of downtown Victoria, Aria is being built by Al-
pha Project Developments. Two 12-storey tow-
ers, Bravo and Encore, will be joined by a stepped
four- to seven-storey building that will be home
to 174 luxury suites rising near the historic Empress
Hotel and Crystal Gardens.

The exterior will be finished in brick and concrete
with low E-glazed windows. Recessed corner bal-
conies are designed to take advantage of the sur-
rounding parks and waterfront. The main entrance
lobby will be located among residential amenity
and commercial spaces. Pedestrian walkways and
apromenade provide easy access to nearby ameni-
ties. Visit www.ariavictoria.com.

Bayview Luxury Condominiums

Located in the heart of Victoria, on the hilltop
overlooking the harbour, Bayview Luxury Con-
dominiums is a $1.5-billion, mixed-use develop-
ment. The extensive project is being built by
Bayview Properties Ltd., which includes princi-
pal owner Ken Mariash and his wife, Patricia.

It’s the last five-star location available on the
southwest facing the inner harbour of Victoria. It’s
adjacentto the 0.72-hectare Hillside Songhees Park
in the Victoria West area. The site will contain con-
dominium apartment towers, townhouses and a
private owners’ clubhouse with lap pool, fitness
centre, tennis, squash and racquetball courts, a spa
and cafe. It will also involve the restoration of some
historical buildings on site.

The first phase consists of three residential con-
do towers with 400 homes in total. Construction
has started and the first tower is to be 11 storeys
with one-to-three bedroom units as well as town-
homes. Half of the 130 units in the first phase have
sold already, with mostly the higher-end units go-
ing first, says Mariash. Prices range from $400,000
to as much as $3 million.

The second phase will have five or six more build-
ings around the historic Railway Roundhouse site.
For more information, visit www.bayviewvicto
ria.com.

The Breakwater

Three Point Properties is in the midst of redevel-
oping a historical site that’s just a stone’s throw
from the Ogden Point breakwater. With 19 brick-
wrapped townhouses, measuring more than 2,000
square feet and priced from $799,000 to $1.2
million, The Breakwater is being built on a site that
housed Victoria’s original immigration quarantine
buildings, which were demolished in 1977. The site
offers views of Juan de Fuca Strait and is a short
walk from the inner harbour, Fishermen’s Wharf,
James Bay and Beacon Hill Park.

SUPPLIED
The second phase of Dockside Green, Balance, is
now selling.

With a show home set to open in May, and with
a half-dozen sales in the books, Carleson expects
possessions to begin in July and August. For more
information, visit www.thebreakwater.ca.

Chelsea

The Chelseais aluxury low-rise apartment com-
plex that consists of all-concrete construction lo-
cated in the established neighbourhood of Fair-
field. It is being developed by Concert Real Estate
Corporation. The website, www.ChelseaVicto
ria.com, says suites range in size from 964 to 1,944
square feet and are priced from $525,000to $1.65
million.

Just 66 residences are in the project, which is now
under development with a completion date in fall
2008. A stroll in one direction will take buyers to
the popular Cook Street Village area. A little fur-
ther along, you'll find yourself at the ocean’s edge,
above the bluffs and rugged beaches that skirt
scenic Dallas Road. Nearby is Beacon Hill Park —
atranquil, green, natural and abundant area, with
gardens and paths or trails to run, ride or walk
along.

The Cherry Bank

This development is only blocks from the inner
harbour in the historic Cathedral Hill neighbour-
hood. It stands on the site of the former Cherry
Bank Hotel and it will have 51 boutique, high-end
residences. Developed by Denford Construction
Management Ltd., each of The Cherry Bank’s 51
residences has a unique floor plan designed to
make the most of each unit’s location in the build-
ing. Each one s filled with bright, natural daylight
from oversized windows and offers outstanding
security and comfort. They come in one- and two-
bedroom floor plans on one and two levels. Some
highlights of the residences include:

D AnlceBoxnerve centre: This built-in screen flips
down to reveal acommand centre for wired-in dig-
ital services, including in-suite communication, In-
ternet, and video that allows the custom control of
lighting, automatic blinds and surround-sound
home theatre.

D An array of green initiatives, including energy
efficient construction technology, low E glazing,
dual flush toilets, and interior paints with low VOC
(volatile organic compound) content. For more in-
formation, check the website at www.cherry
bank.ca.
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The Falls

The development involves a grand-looking highrise con-
do tower that has what looks like a single, cascading wa-
terfall running down the side of the building. It appears to
drop 100 feet from the 19th floor to the ground, but there
are really a series of smaller falls that make up the whole.

The project consists of two towers developed by luxury res-

idential developer Westbank with architect James Cheng —
the team behind such projects as the Fairmont Pacific Rim
and Living Shangri-La in Vancouver. The Falls will be built
directly behind the Fairmont Empress hotel so location is
premium. The first floor will consist of retail space.
Construction has started, with the first move-ins slated for
spring 2009. The project includes such amenities as an
outdoor pool, lush landscaping, select suites with outdoor
fireplaces on terraces, and an in-house fitness centre and
amenity room. A total of 155 one- to three-bedroom suites
will cover 18 terraced floors. They are 70-per-cent sold
out, says Peter Gaby, who heads up sales for The Falls.
“The Calgary market has been very good, with roughly a
two-to-one split between Edmonton and Calgary for ap-

proximately 40 per cent of the sales,” he says.

Prices are from $389,000 to $2.5 million. Four two-level

penthouses are at the top.

For more information, visit www.thefallsvictoria.com.

THE ESTATES

at WATERS EDGE SEarting at $325,000

Phiase One750%Sold Out

North Shore Lac Ste. Anne at Gunn
Less Than One Hour West of Edmonton

Info (780) 405 6378 - www.watersedgeestates.ca

DOCKSIDE GREEN

The future of sustainable design.
Your future harbourfront community.

TARTAN PUBLIC RELATIONS
Dockside Green rendering.

Dockside Green

This project is in the same neighbourhood as that
of the Bayside project — north of Johnson Bridge
just off Tyee Road — and it covers six hectares of
inner harbour land.

The Windmill Development Group project has al-
ready garnered international attention for its green
building practices, construction, housing compo-
nents and techniques. The first phase, Synergy, con-
sisted of two buildings. All units are sold, with 26 per
cent of the buyers from Alberta, says Windmill pres-
ident Joe Van Belleghem.

Construction has started on the first phase, with
the first people expected to move in by December.
The second phase is Balance, consisting of two build-
ings. The first building has 90 units and is current-
ly 60-per-cent sold. Units are priced from $280,900
to $1.2 million.

The second building will have 81 units, for a com-
bined 1,000 units with Dockside Green, when com-
pleted. For more information, visit www.dockside
green.ca.
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da)) 2: WENT SNORKELING IN THE BEAUTIFUL SEA OF CO
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We call it the Loreto Bay attitude adjustment program. It may
only take a day — but its effects could last a lifetime.

Adventure lives in Loreto Bay. And now you can too. Homes
from the $4.00s. For your complimentary Loreto Bay Discovery
DVD, please call 866.361.64.07 or visit loretobay.com.

Fly nonstop to Loreto Bay from Los Angeles, and from Houston

Juliet

This project is on the site of the old Romeo’s Pizza
parlour, a renowned downtown Victoria site that’s
been closed for several years. The first phase sold out
the day it opened and construction has started on a
96-unit, 15-storey tower. The whole condomini-
um is currently almost half sold, including the larg-
er penthouse units.

Along with local buyers, purchasers come from
Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver, says Dave Chard
of Chard Development Ltd. The complex includes
a SkyTerrace rooftop garden and barbecue area,
with a private outdoor movie theatre for residents.

The area also has an outdoor kitchen area and
hot tub, as well as green space. The suites are priced
from $264,900 to nearly $1 million for the pent-
house unit that’s still available.

For more information, visit www.julietliving.com.

Richmond Gate

The development is close to the University of Vic-
toria in the Oak Bay area. Because of its location, it
is drawing some of the younger crowd, says Gaby.

“Some people from out of town are buying and
their kids are using the homes while they are at the
university,” he says. Still, anumber of “downsizers”
are buying, says Gaby.

“It’s convenient to the highway and ferry or airport,
there are three to five golf courses in the area, and
it’s five minutes to the ocean,” he says. “As well, prices
are more attractive than they are downtown.”

The complex consists of 48 suites in two buildings,
plus six townhouses and it’s about 60-per-cent sold.
Prices range from $339,000 to $469,000 for the
apartment units, and $639,000 for the townhous-
es. The developer is Richmond Gate Properties, a
partnership of Homewood Construction Ltd. and
Magellan Holdings Ltd.

Check out the website at www.richmondgatevic
toria.com.
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VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

LAST OPPORTUNITY FOR
ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION PRICING

THE FUTURE OF
CITY LIVING IS HERE.

NOW SELLING balance &

DOCKSIDE GREEN’S SECOND RESIDENTIAL PHASE

EXCEPTIONAL HARBOURFRONT CONDOMINIUMS
FROM $280,900 TO $1,233,900

Overlooking Victoria’s prestigious harbour,

Dockside Green is a visionary development

at the forefront of global urban planning. This
environmentally-friendly community is made
up of three distinct neighbourhoods designed

for people who value a healthy lifestyle.

LEARN MORE ABOUT LIVING AT DOCKSIDE
WWW.DOCKSIDEGREENVICTORIA.COM 0
OR CALL 1.877.382.7278
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